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The third collection by the prize-winning Asian American poet Jon Pineda, Little Anodynes is a

sequence of lyrical, personal narratives that continue Pineda's exploration of his biracial identity, the

haunting loss of his sister, and the joys--and fears--of fatherhood. With its title inspired by Emily

Dickinson, Little Anodynes offers its poems as "respites," as breaks in the reader's life that serve as

opportunities for discovery and healing. Pineda deftly uses shortened lines and natural pauses to

create momentum, which allows the poems to play out in a manner evocative of fine cinema, as if

someone had left a projector running and these narratives were flickering and blending endlessly in

an experience shared by the viewer, the storyteller, and the story itself.
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Pick up this book of prose poems, spend a few hours with its short, powerful, unpunctuated lines,

and you'll find yourself rereading poem after poem. You will want to tell someone about it. You will

want to buy a copy for anyone who likes small, perfect books. There is a poem in this book,

seemingly simple, about a man struggling to write a poem while his young daughter, afraid of the

rain and unable to sleep, keeps calling him. He tells her there's nothing to be afraid of, goes back to

the poem. Well... best to read the poem itself; it's a gem.
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